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Open Access 
Publishing Waivers

We will begin by giving honour and thanks to the Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabe 
nations as the traditional inhabitants of the lands where McMaster and many of its 
hospital partners now stand. To say that is to acknowledge a debt to those here 
before us and recognize our responsibility, as guests, to respect and honour the 
intimate relationship Indigenous peoples have with this land.

1

2



2023-03-08

2

Overview

HSL  Research Support Initiatives:
The Researchers Toolkit (https://hslmcmaster.libguides.com/research-toolkit)
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HSL  Research 
Support 
Initiatives:
Lessons from the 
Pandemic

HSL  Research 
Support 
Initiatives:
Licensed 
Software
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HSL  Research 
Support Initiatives:
Measuring Impact

https://experts.mcmaster.ca/

impact@mcmaster.ca
hslib@mcmaster.ca

Research Data Management Strategy – Draft
https://rdm.mcmaster.ca/rdm-strategy
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Library Data Service 
https://library.mcmaster.ca/services/data-services

What is Article Processing Charge (APC)?

Fees use to offset journal production costs:
• Peer review management
• Editing
• Online hosting 
• Archiving

• Fees vary by journal/publisher 
• Payable upon article acceptance
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Publication Fees

• Article processing charge (APC) range on average from $3000 – 5000+ 
USD

• Consult journal Author Information section for details

• Eligible expense for Tri-Agency funds

Publishing Models

Traditional 
journals

Hybrid 
journals

Open Access 
journals
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Traditional Publishing Model

Content behind 
paywall

Subscription 
required to 

access journals 
and articles

No APC or author 
fees to publish

Publishers may provide open 
access after an embargo 

period, ranges between 12 
months – 48+ months 

At the discretion 
of the publishers

Can be revoked at 
any time

Publishers retain 
copyright

Hybrid Journal Publishing

Some content 
behind paywall

Subscription 
required to access 

journals and 
articles

Researchers’ choice

No APC fees to 
publish – content 

remains behind the 
paywall

Pay APC – article 
will be open 

Publishers may 
provide open access 

after an embargo 
period

Can be revoked at 
any time except for 
the pre-paid open 

access content

Publishers may 
retain copyright

Consult author 
submission 

information related 
to APC option
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Open Access Publishing

Content 
immediately and 
fully open access

APC or author 
fees to publish

Expensive 

Also known as 
“Gold” journals

Authors retain 
copyright

Consult author 
submission 
information 

HSL – APC Waiver 
Project Goals

15

16



2023-03-08

9

APC Waivers

Support for 
Open 
Access –
APC 
Waivers

BMJ case reports

Cambridge University Press
• Hybrid & gold journals

Canadian Science Publishing
• Five titles:  Biochemistry and Cell Biology; Canadian 

Journal of Physics; Canadian Journal of Physiology 
and Pharmacology; Genome; and Transactions of 
the Canadian Society for Mechanical Engineering

IGI-Global Publications
• Six waivers per year

Institute of Physics (IOP) 
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Support for 
Open 
Access –
APC 
Waivers

Microbiology Society Journals 

SAGE Hybrid Journals 
• 900+ “SAGE Choice” hybrid journals; 

small number of titles are excluded

Thieme - SYNFACTS journal only
• 10 SynOpen vouchers

Support for 
Open 
Access –
APC 
Waivers

PLOS, including PLOS ONE 

Wiley Hybrid Journals

• Excludes Wiley gold open access titles

Refer to library website for details 
including terms of the agreements 
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PLOS Suite and PLOS ONE – Waiver Pilot

*** February 1, 2023 – January 31, 2025 

• Follow the instructions at submission; paper is accepted during this 
timeframe will be processed without an APC invoice

• Submissions to these 3 titles: PLOS Biology, PLOS Medicine, or PLOS 
Sustainability and Transformation – require no additional work at the 
submission stage.

PLOS and PLOS ONE Suite – waiver pilot
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Wiley Hybrid Journals – waiver pilot

• As of January 15, 2023

APC Discounts
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Support for Open Access – APC Discounts

• $250 USD flat discountAmerican Chemical Society 
(ACS) 

• 25% discount – publication in the remaining CSP 
Hybrid journals

Canadian Science 
Publishing 

• 20 % discount – hybrid and gold open access journals
• Excludes – Cell Press, Lancet, and some other society-

owned journals 

Elsevier Science Direct 
Open Access 

• 10% discount MDPI (Multidisciplinary 
Digital Publishing Institute) 

Support for Open Access – APC Discounts

• 15% discount in hybrid journals
Royal Society of 

Chemistry 

• 15% discount for publication in RSC 
hybrid journalsTaylor & Francis

• 40% discount 
SAGE Gold Open 
Access journals 
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APC 
Waivers & 
Discounts –
Challenges

Lack of awareness of existing waivers 
and discounts

Not automatically applied at the 
submission phase
• Authors usually select the institution waiver 

option (opt-in)
• Leads to potential for institution to pay twice

Lack of standards 

• Every publisher administers waivers differently

APC 
Waivers & 
Discounts –
Challenges

Discounts aren’t enough to make the APC 
affordable 

Publisher or journal websites may lack clear 
information on how to access the waivers

Be aware of the terms of the agreement and 
when they may expire

Library perspective

• Resource intensive to manage
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APC Waivers and Discounts - Eligibility

Corresponding author –
current employee, 

student or have a current 
academic appointment

Use your McMaster 
email, i.e., 

yourmacid@mcmaster.ca
– during submission 

process

Retain Key Author Rights

Many of the new publishing agreements allows authors to retain 
copyright! 

Authors should select a Creative Commons license, if applicable
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For More 
Information

https://hslmcmaster.libguides.com/research-
toolkit/publish#s-lg-box-wrapper-18424350

hslib@mcmaster.ca

https://library.mcmaster.ca/research/open-
access#tab-library-support-open-access

scom@mcmaster.ca

Questions?
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